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Why did I start this?



The goal

• There is an urgency to hear first-person stories

• Create a story that involves both the interviewer and 
interviewee

• Make readers emotionally invested 

• Create vivid images for the reader

• Gain trust and surface emotion from interviewees 



The process

I ask the questions that I wish I asked my 
own grandparents 

Find the gem of the story. What will hook 
people in? 

Think about creating a place to keep stories 
for the families 



Sandy Kaya
Were you closer to your mother or 
father?

“My mother was the one who 
kind of brought us up. So I kind of 
respected her for having to do 
that. Because my father was 
always working or too busy. And 
he in camp, he was always reading 
and writing. He dug a cellar in our 
house, in the barracks. And that’s 
where he spent most of his time.”



Fusae Yoshida
Did you notice if something had 
changed about your grandfather?

“Yes. When he came back to Tule 
Lake where we were, he got off the 
bus, and he was an old man. To 
this day I cry when I think about 
it. He had aged so much, it was so 
noticeable. But I was too young to 
question him about what 
happened.”



Madeleine Sugimoto
Do you have a story or image that 
you think of when you think about 
your time in camp?

“Well for me, it was really a happy 
time as a child because we lived 
very much as children, going to 
school and having playmates and 
doing things that we probably 
would’ve done outside of the camp. 
So for me, the camp experience was 
not a sad or typical one.”



• Ask relatives & friends to share stories

• Bring these histories under a large umbrella 
organization or media outlet 

• Curate stories from across the country. Create a rich 
tapestry of experiences.

• Remembering is necessary now more than ever


