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WINTER BOUTIQUE IS COMING!      by Cheryl Koshiro 

 Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 14, 2015. That is when the Japanese Museum of San Jose (JAMsj) will be hosting 
its annual Winter Boutique fundraiser. JAMsj members will be treated to early admission from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., with general 
admission for the public starting at 10 a.m.  Admission is free. The Winter Boutique will close at 3:30 p.m. 

 There will be delicious food to enjoy and plenty of room to sit down and relax at this new venue. 

 Please note that this year only, the event will be held at a new venue due to the renovation of the San Jose Buddhist Church 
Betsuin gymnasium, where it usually takes place. The new venue is located not too far away and is familiar to many people:   

Burnett Academy 
850 N. 2nd Street 

San Jose, California  95112 

 Come and shop at the numerous Asian arts and crafts booths to jump-start your holiday gift shopping.  In addition, buy raffle 
tickets and win great prizes. You will also be able to participate in the silent auction.  

 Bring your family and friends to join the fun.  At the same time, you will be helping to support the museum. All proceeds  
benefit the museum as it is entirely a volunteer-run organization. Let's help keep San Jose's Japanese American history alive. Come 
shop your hearts out, see your friends, and enjoy great Japanese food! 

Joyce Yuri Oyama (back), Kristin Okimoto, Terry 
Terakawa, Akio Idemoto selling tickets 

Kathy Takeda and Jimi Yamaichi picking  
raffle winners 

Paul DeWitt managing book signing 

Servers  
Stephanie Fugita,  

Rickye Lamm, Tami Sato, 
Karen Fugita 

See Map on 
Page 3 
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With each new program presented by the Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj), new 

visitors experience the museum.  This is due to our visionary and collaborative team of program  

planners and exhibit organizers. What is all the more remarkable is that this kind of work, which takes 

time and thoughtful decisions, is all done by volunteers.  

The recent celebration of San Jose Japantown’s 125th anniversary serves as an excellent example of 

team planning. The larger team, Japantown organizations, staged various celebrations at multiple  

venues. JAMsj aligned with the overall theme in two ways: special docents and a panel discussion. The 

docents were hand-picked for their firsthand experience with the events depicted by various exhibits 

and assigned to share their personal recollections. Some examples were:  

 Kats Hikido, who saw military action with the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, in the military 

history section.  

 Jimi Yamaichi was assigned the agricultural area to share his family’s farming experience in both 

the pre- and post-WWII periods. 

 Joyce Oyama, a former incarceree, was assigned to the barracks room, where she shared how 

her family “made the most of it” living in such crude housing. 

The exhibits came alive with the personal reflections of people who had actually been there and experienced history. 

Later that same afternoon, a panel was held where members shared their knowledge and experience of San Jose Japantown’s 

125-year history:  

  Curt Fukuda, co-author of the recently published book, Japantown San Jose: A Journey 

  Connie Young Yu, who chronicled the establishment of Heinlenville, the start of Japantown as we know it today 

 Robert Ragsac, Filipino American who grew up in the Filipino community which was an important part of Japantown 

 Duane Kubo, award winning filmmaker and producer of Japantown Community TV 

The outcome reflects that indeed “it takes a community” to get things done by tapping into the collective thoughts and talents 

of our diverse community. Most importantly, because egos do not get in the way, the best interests of the group are richly served.  

Thank you, everyone!   

Message from the President      by Aggie Idemoto 

Aggie Idemoto 

You’re invited to attend the San Jose Japanese American Citizens League’s  (JACL) 12th Annual Community Recognition Dinner--

Incarcerees to Educators to Community Contributors--to be held on Saturday, November 7, 2015, at the San Jose Airport Garden 

Hotel. A special reason to come is that this year, one of the honorees is the president of the Japanese American Museum of San 

Jose (JAMsj), our own Aggie Idemoto.  

Tickets are priced individually at $125 ($115 for JACL members) or $1,150 for a table of ten. The celebration begins with  

no-host cocktails, a silent auction, and a quilt drawing at 5:00 p.m., followed by the dinner program at 6:00 p.m. 

For 2015 the San Jose JACL is proud to recognize the following six individuals for their dedication in inspiring students and  

giving to the community:  

Dr. Aggie Idemoto, Dr. Mitsu Kumagai, Patricia Nakashima, Judy Niizawa, Dr. Roy Takeuchi, and Itsuo Yokota. 

A reservation form can be found on the San Jose JACL website: www.sanjosejacl.org. Upon request, forms are also available 

from the San Jose JACL office: (408) 295-1250. For more information, contact Sharon Uyeda at suyeda9356@aol.com or  

(408) 259-3656. 

San Jose JACL to Honor JAMsj’s Dr. Aggie Idemoto  

http://www.sanjosejacl.org/
mailto:suyeda9356@aol.com
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Hapa Exhibit Coming To JAMsj 
 

JAMsj will be presenting the exhibit, Visible and Invisible: A Hapa Japanese American History, highlighting the Hapa (mixed 
race identity) experience within the Japanese American community. Sponsored by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of  
Northern California (JCCNC), the exhibit will be on display starting in January, 2016. We are fortunate to have Cindy Nakashima, 
one of the curators of the recent Visible & Invisible (hapa themed exhibition at JANM) as the curator. The exhibit will be featuring 
multi-generational families from the San Jose area. JAMsj will also be presenting Hapa programs throughout 2016 while the exhibit 
is on display.  

If you have not yet seen the current exhibit, Twice Heroes and More: America’s Nisei Veterans of WWII and Korea,  you have 
until the end of 2015 to see this exquisite work of San Francisco photographer and writer Tom Graves. Specially developed for  
JAMsj, this exhibit highlights many San Jose and Bay Area veterans. 

Winter Boutique Parking, Entrances, Location of Buildings 

Corrections 
1. In the Summer 2015 edition of JAMsj News:  
 a. pg. 2 - the photo credit for the picture of Christine Aochi should name Barbara  Kawamoto, not Christine Aochi 
 b. pg. 6 – the photo of the renowned koto player should list Shirley Muramoto, not Matsumoto.  
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A JAMsj Docent’s Thoughts About Being Hapa      by Gordon Smith  

Since there have been numerous publications dealing with the  

feelings associated with growing up as a “hapa,” I decided to write about 

my experience as a hapa docent at the Japanese Museum of San Jose 

(JAMsj). According to Urban Dictionary, hapa means “of mixed racial 

heritage with partial roots in Asian and/or Pacific Islander ancestry.  

I have been a docent for about a year now, and the most common  

question I get as a docent is: “Are you really a Smith?” That is because I 

definitely look more Japanese than Caucasian.  

This question still causes me to reflect on what it means to be a 

hapa. The ease with which the question is usually asked is evidence to 

me of how far we have come in terms of ethnic harmony since the  

internment camps and even in my lifetime (I was born several years after 

the internment). My answer that I am a hapa often leads to a  

conversation of the mixed-race marriages among the questioner’s family 

and friends.  

I think of Estelle Peck Ishigo, whom I learned about at JAMsj, and her JA fiancé, Arthur Ishigo, having to go to Mexico to get 

married in 1928 because of California’s anti-miscegenation law, which prohibited marriage between people of different races.  I am 

curious to know the answer to this question:  If my family had lived in states where my parent’s marriage was illegal, then were my 

brother and I legally considered to be illegitimate children?  The last of those laws were not declared unconstitutional by the  

Supreme Court until 1967. It seems inconceivable today that once many states outlawed marriage between a man and a woman 

because they were of different races.  

One doesn’t have to be of mixed race to be of mixed cultures. I think of Kibei (young JAs who were sent back to Japan for  

education or to know their families) and wonder if some of them experienced being a “cultural” hapa either in Japan or America or 

perhaps in both countries. I also think of the picture on display at JAMsj of sisters May and Alice Hori, circa 1915, from page 89 of 

San Jose Japantown–A Journey. Alice was a hapa who had been adopted by Minokichi and Mito Hori, a renowned midwife to the 

Santa Clara County JA community. I ask myself what life was like for Alice a century ago.  

Becoming a docent at JAMsj has unexpectedly led me to ask myself questions about hapaness.  It has also led me to appreciate 

how much social progress has been made such that being hapa today is considered both accepted and valued. 

Gordon Smith talking with Kristin Okimoto 

Come to the museum to see To Be Takei, a very funny and  

insightful film about George Takei. The two main themes of the film 

are Takei’s being a former Tule Lake incarceree and gay. A short, 

“extra” clip of an interview of Jimi Yamaichi in JAMsj’s own barracks 

room will also be shown. JAMsj was a community consultant to this 

film. The talented producer, Jennifer Kroot, will be available for a  

Q and A after the showing. So, come join us at the friendliest and 

most convenient movie house in San Jose.  

The cost for this fundraiser is $10 with a $5 discount for JAMsj 

members. Showtime is 1:00 pm. An RSVP is required. Email Public 

Programs@jamsj.org or call 408.294.3138 to reserve a seat.   

To Be Takei to be shown at JAMsj Sat. Nov. 21 
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Barbara Uchiyama:  JAMsj as Much Fun as See’s Candy      by Stephanie Fugita 

Barbara Uchiyama has some sound retirement advice:  

 Make sure that you surround yourself with friends and family. 

 Engage in physical activity (she prefers the gym). 

 Retire as soon as possible. 

 Find an organization where you can volunteer and continue to give back to your 

community.  

Luckily for the Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj), because number four is a 

priority for Barbara, the museum and community can benefit from her dedication and  

commitment.  

Uchiyama has been with JAMsj since 1993. She explains that she was at a workshop at the 

Wesley United Methodist Church when fellow teacher and JAMsj member Karen Fugita invited 

her to the museum.  She immediately immersed herself in JAMsj as a docent and has since 

held several positions, including board secretary and volunteer program lead. She is currently 

working on a PowerPoint presentation which she can use to teach students about the  

Japanese American incarceration during WWII.  

She believes that volunteering is very important, partly due to having had her mother as a 

role model. She describes her mother as “Ms. Volunteer Japantown America” because she was 

on the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) board and heavily involved in Yu-Ai Kai and 

JAMsj. They bonded by participating together at JAMsj.  When her mother’s health declined, she continued to attend meetings. 

Uchiyama expressed that even when her mother’s cognitive abilities were in decline, she always asked, “What time is it?” because 

it seemed to comfort her Mom to hear the answer to this question. Barbara continues to wear her mother’s watch at meetings, as 

it keeps her connected to her mother’s memory and reminds her why she was initially inspired to volunteer.  

Uchiyama was born and raised in San Jose, attended schools in the San Jose Unified School District, went to San Jose City  

College, and eventually enrolled at San Jose State (University). She has a masters’ degree in education and worked at Santa Teresa 

High School from 1974 to 2012. During her time there, she served as a physical education teacher and athletic director, in addition 

to coaching volleyball, badminton and soccer. She continues to substitute teach at her former school.  In her spare time, she likes 

to take local trips to the beach at Pajaro Dunes in Watsonville. She also enjoys gambling and travelling to Arizona, Lake Tahoe, and 

Gig Harbor in Washington. Other interests include biking, gardening and hitting the gym four times a week.  

Barbara compares volunteering at JAMsj with her athletic director position at Santa Teresa. She remembers the feeling that 

would overcome her when she stepped out onto the field and saw different teams practicing and competing. She stated that as 

she would watch these events unfold, she knew how much behind-the-scenes planning had taken place beforehand and how many 

people had to work together for these events to come together.  Uchiyama shared that she would “get a thrill” from  

observing all of the parts come together.   

She expressed that working at JAMsj has been a similar experience for her. She stated that when she sees people working at 

the reception desk, doing construction, or giving tours, it gives her the same excited feeling. She said that it is almost a “spiritual” 

feeling, like living in the moment, a feeling which she chooses to embrace. This is also why she continues to work with teens at 

Santa Teresa. She conveyed that despite being all about themselves, adolescents “live in the moment,” a part of herself that she 

wants to continue connecting to.  

Uchiyama expressed that her favorite part of JAMsj is the empowerment she has felt as a woman working in an environment 

where women and men are respected equally. Even in the early 1990s, not only did she feel that everyone’s opinion was respected 

and validated, but she also did not experience any gender discrimination while on the board.  

[Continued on page 6—Barbara 

Secretary Barbara Uchiyama 
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Barbara—page 5 

Remember When the Building Was Just a Dream? 

She enjoys being a docent and shares her mother’s camp experience with those who tour the museum. She finds that  

internees wish that they had shared more with their families and descendants wish they could have gotten more information from 

their parents and grandparents about this pivotal experience. Uchiyama emphasizes the message that “it is never too late” to ask 

or share stories about the internment and stresses how important it is to obtain this information.  

Uchiyama is proud to be part of an organization which is not only concerned about the preservation of civil rights, but also 

supports the rights of groups like the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) community. She stated that there are 

more than 200 people on the volunteer list and especially appreciates the commitment of the older Japanese American  

community. Uchiyama expressed that it would be wonderful if some of the younger members of the community would increase 

their involvement.  She would also like to see the museum expand its physical space in order to have more storage and a larger 

community room. She would also like to see the museum used to host more community events.  

Barbara compares JAMsj to walking into See’s Candy, where they give you a free chocolate when you buy something--

everyone is happy there. She feels the same when she walks into JAMsj because it seems that people are genuinely happy to be 

there.  In the inimitable words of Forrest Gump, "Mama always said life was like a box of chocolates. You never know what you're 

gonna get."  In Uchiyama’s case, she underwent a variety of experiences in her teaching career, and now we are glad that she is 

channeling her energies on behalf of JAMsj.  Thank you, Barbara!   

Here are some photos which show three steps in the long process to the beautiful building we currently have which is now five 

years new.  

       First, a pile of dirt... Second, the framing taking shape. . . 

Third, getting there. . . 



Comparing Issei and Contemporary Immigrants      by Sunwoo Park  

choose to define myself, or am I already defined by how others 
see me, as well as where I come from?  

This is a question Japanese American immigrants might have 
pondered, even before the question was forced on them. The 
advent of the U.S. entry into WWII forced all Japanese Americans 
to face the most difficult decision they would have to make  
during the war. Because the Nisei were born in the United States, 
despite all the discrimination and hardship they faced, the  
majority decided to fight with the United States because they 
were able to connect with Americans on a deeper level than their 
parents had ever been able to. On the other hand, the Issei had to 
think about whether they wanted to fight against Japan, the very 
land where most of them had grown up. Like myself, the Issei had 
a more emotional connection with their homeland than their  
children, so declaring Japan--where many of their relatives, 
friends, and family still lived--as the enemy must have seemed 
unbearable.  

In 1943 the U.S. government released a questionnaire for 
those men who were older than 17 and interned in camps. It was 
entitled “Statement of U.S. Citizenship of Japanese American  
Ancestry.” I can certainly sympathize with the Tule Lake  
internees, the ones who purposely answered “No” to Question 
28: “Will you swear unqualified allegiances to the United States of 
America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all 
attack by foreign or domestic forces, and forswear any form of 
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, or other  
foreign government, power or organization?”I had spent nearly 
two-thirds of my life living in Korea as well as my entire  
childhood.  Wouldn’t forsaking my allegiance to Korea be the 
same as abandoning all the values, friends, and family I grew up 
with?  But how could I turn my back on my adopted homeland? 

As my six-year anniversary of living in the United States  
approaches, I still ponder the differences between my experience 
and that of earlier immigrants. I reflect on my background, my 
journey to the United States, and my experiences in America as I 
seek to answer  questions about my identity. I continue to strug-
gle with my identity, and I am certain I will do so until my last 
breath. 
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I first reached the place I would soon call home on  
October 2, 2009. Staring me in the face was the problem of 
fitting into a new society, as millions of immigrants had done 
before me. This “land of opportunity” was so alien,  
unfamiliar, and above all distant.  Although I was aware that I 
had arrived, I might as well have been looking at the United 
States from my map back in Korea. I shared the same feelings 
of unfamiliarity the Issei must have felt when they arrived in 
the United States in hopes of economic advancement.  
Although I did not know how to speak English, I assumed as a 
child that all Americans were gun-wielding cowboys--so I was 
utterly unprepared for the multicultural environment that 
awaited me.  

While I was freed from some aspects of physical  
conformity, I was still plagued by psychological conformity.  
Unlike the Issei immigrants from the late 1800s, who  
departed from a nation that was still attempting to  
modernize, I departed from a nation that had completed its 
modernization decades before I was born and from a culture 
that had already absorbed fragments of American culture. 
While the Issei had to abandon their traditional attire, what 
their ancestors had worn for centuries, I did not have to,  
because my generation, along with the rest of the world, had 
begun to dress in a similar fashion. I am reminded of this  
difference when looking at the picture of five Issei women 
who had changed from kimonos to Western attire in the Old 
Japantown section of the museum.  The Western attire must 
have been strange and uncomfortable for women who had 
worn kimonos their entire lives.  

The Issei and other immigrant groups in the late 1800s 
faced a significant amount of prejudice, but immigrants today 
are met with a more tolerant, multicultural society.  Similar 
to Japan, Korea is ethnically homogenous, so I had met very 
few non-Koreans and was unprepared for an environment 
where dozens of cultures coexisted.  At first, being in a  
multicultural environment was somewhat strange and  
uneasy. But then I began befriending people whose cultures 
were different from mine and whose beliefs and practices 
were unknown to me, which led to a fascination about other  
cultures. This in turn enabled me to be open-minded and  
tolerant towards different cultures and views. The Issei  
endured more difficulty befriending people of other races 
due to the racial beliefs of the era and could only dream of a 
more tolerant society.  

Although I am a first-generation immigrant, the  
experience of defining my identity could be compared with 
that of both the Issei and Nisei. Am I a Korean or an  
American? Does my allegiance lie with Korea, the land of my 
ancestors and my culture, or with the United States, now my 
home? I find myself often grappling with identity, something 
which I know fellow immigrants also struggle with. Do I Sunwoo Park working reception 
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Looking for a Room for Your Organization or Personal Group to Meet? 

JAMsj’s upstairs community room might just be the ticket for your organization or celebration. The standard rate is $50/hr.  

If a site manager is needed, it is an additional $15/hr. Insurance coverage is required (can be purchased through JAMsj). If you  

represent a local, non-profit organization, the rates are negotiable. The room has a maximum capacity of 70 individuals. For more 

information, contact Warren Hayashi at warren.hayashi@mac.com.  

Pappalardo family partying in JAMsj community room 
Photo courtesy Jean Pappalardo 

Pappalardo family having fun in JAMsj community room 
Photo courtesy Jean Pappalardo 

Yu-Ai Kai Needs Your Old Newspapers 
 
 
Looking for a way that saves the environment, allows Yu-Ai Kai to 

fundraise and use coupons from the newspapers, provides 

needed paper for the flower industry, provides their newspaper 

rollers with a real way to help out the community, and just  

continues a tradition of fun? Then please donate your old  

newspapers to the Yu-Ai Kai newspaper rollers! Almost every  

Friday morning, volunteers come to Yu-Ai Kai to transform your 

donated newspapers into rolls that can be used by businesses. 

 

NEWSPAPER DROP-OFF LOCATIONS 

Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 am - 11:30 am 

Front Door or back of the Akiyama Wellness Ctr. 

110 Jackson Street, San Jose   (408) 753-9283 

 

After Hours 

In the back of the truck in front of Yu-Ai Kai 

588 N. 4th   St., San Jose   (408) 294-2505 

Alice Kuwada rolling newspapers 
Photo courtesy Julie Hubbard 

mailto:warren.hayashi@mac.com
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Have you ever picked up one of the beautiful handmade cards in the museum store and wondered who made it?  The cards 

are made by the dedicated volunteers who meet every Friday afternoon in the upstairs workroom at the museum.  Under the  

direction and leadership of May Matsuzaki this group of talented ladies create distinctly unique greeting cards.  Some of the cards 

are seasonal or holiday, some reflect the Japanese culture, and some are just pretty cards. 

Many of the cards are made using the “Iris Fold” technique.  The basic shape is cut out using an exacto knife, and then this 

open space is filled using strips of folded paper.  The center space, or “eye” is filled last, usually with a contrasting color.  It is called 

the eye because it is like the eye of a camera.  May provides the group with a wide variety of paper – origami paper, gauzy paper, 

sparkly paper, paper with varied textures and depths.  The challenge for the card maker is to bring the papers together in a  

pleasing, coordinated combination.  There is room for lots of creativity and variation.  Some people think the hardest part of  

making iris fold cards is choosing the colors and paper. 

Card making can be a time intensive activity.  A single card can take as long as thirty or forty minutes to put together.  Some 

cards are even taken apart because they are not pleasing to the creator, and a decision is made to redo the whole thing.  It takes 

patience and perseverance.  This is not to say that the participants do not enjoy themselves.  The card makers are a very friendly, 

cohesive group of ladies.  They share stories, enjoy tea and snacks together, they laugh and enjoy each other’s company as they 

work. 

So, the next time you select a card in the museum store, think of the creative work behind it! 

Creative Card Makers Both Support JAMsj and Have Fun      by Ruth Kitayama Terao 

JAMsj Museum Store Goes Online      by Dave Matsuoka 

For a long time JAMsj board member Eva Yamamoto envisioned the museum store going online to expand the reach of the 

physical store. After almost a year of planning and testing the online store, it is now a reality--it was launched in September. As a 

result, many products, including books, DVDs, and unique items celebrating Japanese American history and culture, can now be 

purchased online. 

By clicking on the museum store link on the JAMsj home 

page, you can now browse pages of products in the comfort of 

your home. The online store provides a full shopping cart  

process, including the option to have your orders shipped to 

you or held for pickup at the museum.  The 10 percent  

membership discount for museum items can also be applied to 

online orders. 

Beginning with Yamamoto’s supervision, management, and 

vision, the online store is the result of a team effort by many 

museum members. The project implementation began in  

October of 2014.  Akemi Koike, the first project leader, spent 

time guiding team members juggling home and work  

responsibilities. Further, Danny Yamada, Yoko Fukumitsu,  

Tsukasa Matsueda, Eureka Wang, Will Kaku, Kent Carson, Jeff 

Kuwano, and I conducted research and performed web building 

activities. Yamada recently assumed project leadership and will 

ensure that the site operates smoothly. 

Even with the successful launch behind us, the museum store staff will continue to update the site with new and exciting  

products. We invite you to visit, browse and support the online museum store.  And if there’s something you are looking for but 

cannot find on our website, let us know.  We aim to please! 

Photo courtesy Dave Matsuoka 
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JAMsj Open House Celebrates Japantown’s 125th Anniversary      by Michael Sera and Steve Fugita 

To help celebrate the 125th anniversary of San Jose’s historic Japantown, the Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj) 

held its first Open House. We initially struggled with how best to recognize this special occasion. Then, Dean Adachi, one of our 

Public Programs History and Japanese American Studies team members, suggested an open house which featured living history 

docents – individuals who had actually lived the events on display in the museum. Everyone agreed that was a great idea.  

We were fortunate to be able to recruit a large group of local experts. These included Tom Graves, author of “Twice Heroes: 

America’s Nisei Veterans of WWII and Korea”, Susan Hayase, redress activist, Paul DeWitt, Fred Korematsu and camp resistance 

expert, Kats Hikido, 442nd RCT veteran, Joyce Yuri Oyama, former incarceree and farming expert, Art Shibayama, former internee at 

Crystal City Department of Justice camp, Jimi Yamaichi, farming expert and former Tule Lake resister, Sharon Wong former Jerome 

incarceree and Warren Hayashi Japantown leader and historian. They spent the afternoon informally sharing their personal stories 

and perspectives with visitors. Warren also led a group of about 15 individuals on a tour of Japantown.   

A more formal part of the program was a panel of Japantown experts who made presentations and participated in a question 

and answer session. The panelists included Curt Fukuda, co-author of “San Jose Japantown, A Journey”, Duane Kubo,  

award-winning film maker, Robert Ragsac, local Filipino American community historian, and Connie Yung Yu, author of “Chinatown 

San Jose, USA”. This diverse group of community historians helped create a rich and personal history of San Jose’s Japantown 

through the years.  

The Open House event brought in over 140 attendees. “The best part of the open house was that it drew a totally different 

demographic than we normally don’t see on a weekend, so we were very happy with the outcome,” said Aggie Idemoto, JAMsj 

President. The feedback was very positive so JAMsj is planning on making this an annual event. In fact, to make the event bigger 

and better while continuing to make it free to the public, we hope to find a sponsor to support the event next year.   

Far left: Tom Graves, seated Kats Hikido Far right: Art Shibayama talking with visitors L to r: Curt Fukuda, Connie Young Yu,  
Robert Ragsac, Duane Kubo 

Panel audience listening to discussion 
Visitor studying photos in farming exhibit 
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Membership      by Kristin Okimoto 

We would like to Welcome our new members through September 10, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for becoming a part of the museum. Your support is greatly appreciated.  We hope that you will take advantage of your 

new membership by coming to Public Programs and visiting often. 

Also, we would like to thank all our current members for their recent renewals. 

We apologize for any errors or omissions.  Please contact JAMsj.org with your corrections. 

 Norman I. Abe 
 Susan & Joseph Grima 
 Steven Higaki 
 Mary Higashihari 
 Tammy Kaneko & Family 

 Mabel Miyasaki & Family 
 Bobby & Judy Nakano 
 Sun Woo Park 
 Dorothy & Yosh Sato 
 Georgine Sato 

 Amy & Glen Shinsaka 
 Terri Singer 
 Ron Tischler & Family 
 Lisa Uyesato 
 Michael Yaguchi & Family 

JAMsj Officers and Board of Directors 

President .............................................................................................................................................................. Aggie Idemoto, Ed.D. 

Vice President ....................................................................................................................................................... Joe Yasutake, Ph.D. 

Financial Director ................................................................................................................................................. Rev. Byron Ishiwata 

Secretary .............................................................................................................................................................. Barbara Uchiyama 

Director/Curator ................................................................................................................................................... Jimi Yamaichi 

Development Director .......................................................................................................................................... Bob McKibbin 

Paul DeWitt,  Steve Fugita, Ph.D., Amy Halcrow, Warren Hayashi,  Barbara Kawamoto, Kristin Okimoto,  Roy Matsuzaki,   

Joyce Yuri Oyama,  Michael Sera,  Eva  Yamamoto 

Advisory Board 

Alida Bray, Jerry Hiura DDS,  Hon. Mike Honda, US House of Representatives, Rev. Keith Inouye, Tom Izu,  Karen Matsuoka, D. Phil., 

Carolyn Sakauye, MD, Jimi Yamaichi 

Shop at Amazon? Support JAMsj at No Cost with Amazon Smile 

Amazon has come up with a new program called Amazon Smile, which makes a donation to your favorite 

nonprofit organization automatically with every Amazon purchase you make. All you have to do is to log onto 

smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com.  

On your first shopping trip, you’ll be asked which nonprofit organization you want to support. Simply 

type Japanese American Museum of San Jose. You only have to do this once. On your next visit, Amazon will 

remember that you want to support JAMsj. That’s it--everything else remains the same, including cost,  

products, your Prime membership (if you joined), etc. 

JAMsj will receive 0.5% of the price of your purchases. Almost every physical product sold is eligible. 

However, digital goods, as well as Subscribe & Save subscriptions, are not covered.  
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Managed and operated solely by volunteers, the Japanese American Museum of San Jose (JAMsj) works passionately to leave a 

lasting legacy about the Japanese American experience for present and future generations. You can help achieve this goal by  

including JAMsj in your estate planning.  

There are several ways to do this. One of the simplest and most common is an outright bequest to JAMsj in your will or trust.  

The gift may be a specified dollar amount and/or specific stocks, bonds, or retirement assets, such as IRA distributions, life  

insurance, or real estate. The bequest may also earmark a percentage of your estate or a residual of the estate. Please note that 

estate taxes may be reduced by the value of your bequest to JAMsj. 

Your financial advisor can suggest these and other ways to incorporate gift giving to JAMsj in your estate planning. More  

information is available at www.jamsj.org by clicking on Support Us. If you have questions, please contact us at (408) 294-3138 or 

at robert@jamsj.org. 

If you have a background in financial planning and would like to volunteer to help JAMsj in this area, we welcome your  

involvement. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Support JAMsj Through Estate Planning      by Robert McKibbin & Aggie Idemoto 

http://www.jamsj.org/

